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The m'arket-ready orthopox Fest has a reliable Vancouver, British Columbia, May
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Visit Us nanograms) per swab. Furthermore, t.he announced the commercial launch of the
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monkeypox and cowpox, the only orthopox
viruses in addition to variola and vaccinia
known to cause human infection.

environmental test capable of detecting
orthopox viruses including smallpox, one
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Our Mission: Keeping an eye on the
homeland tech industry

Tech Watch News is dedicated to
covering the topics related to the
homeland technology industry. Each
issue serves as an open forum for the
technology users, manufacturers,and
suppliers to evaluate technologies,
develop standards,and communicate
with government, investors, and the
public.

Editor’s Corner

One of the greatest challenges facing the homeland
security industry is convincing the American public
that there is a real danger lurking not only outside
our borders, but within as well. Too often, I have
encountered a “See No Evil, Hear No Evil” mentality
and it would be tragic if it took another 9/11 sized
catastrophe to alert people of the dangers that are
around us.

X
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i These dangers include the threat of terrorism, which

recently came to light again with the arrest of Ohio truck driver and American
citizen Iyman Faris. He has been charged with supporting al Qaeda

and casing potential terrorist targets in New York City. Outside the U.S., the
recent bombing in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia left seven Americans dead and over
25 injured.

The current U.S. outbreak of the monkeypox virus, while not a terrorist
related event, has also shown a potential vulnerability. In this time of
increasing globalization, we have seen the emergence and rapid spread of
exotic diseases, such as AIDS, SARS, West Nile Virus, and now monkeypox.

Too often, very little is known about what is actually brought into this country,
whether by travelers returning from a foreign country or the importation of
unregulated plants, animals, and materials.

Many citizens are wary of any action that appears to erode their civil rights.
It is important that democratic citizens remain conscious of their rights, and
feel safe in expressing our most basic right “The pursuit of happiness”, in
whatever manner that may take.

But much like the Cold War affected the lifestyle of the American public, so
too our war on terrorism has revealed that we cannot sit and wait for another
terrible act to stir us into action. That success depends on the vigilance of the
American public, and their willingness to act to prevent further catastrophe
from occurring.

With this in mind, I give you the second issue of Tech Watch News. In
this issue, we explore how to prepare and detect for a biological outbreak.
Response Biomedical has developed the RAMP system, a rapid and accurate
test for bio agents. And it’s importance certainly takes on more weight in
light of the recent U.S. outbreak of monkeypox, which has left many health
experts anxious about the potential effects of the disease.

To respond, please contact Adam Short: editor@techwatchnews.com.
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Rapid field test, continued from page 1
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION

Early generation lateral flow immunoassays have shown
inherent performance limitations relating to sensitivity,
specificity and reliability.

Response Biomedical's RAMP System features a new
generation of quantitative immunoassay technology
utilizing fluorescent latex particles which produce
thousands of times as much signal as early
generation immunoassays.

RAMP’s fluorescence-based detection system
and antibody-based strip assay incorporates
a proprietary internal standard to control the
inherent variability associated with earlier
generation lateral flow immunoassays.

Patented RAMP technology enables the system to

detect and quantify concentrations of latex particles at
sensitivities similar to centralized lab systems including
enzyme-linked immunosorbant assays (ELISAs). Using
fluorescence in combination with a patented Internal
Control that runs concurrently on every test, the RAMP
System has been independently evaluated and found to
have sufficient sensitivity to detect
trace non-visible concentrations of
lethal biological agents.

EVALUATING RAPID C
BIOLOGICAL FIELD TESTS

Find out
why monkey-
pox has health
authorities con-
cerned about a
possible epidemic.

Please turn to

page 6.

Additional RAMP Features:

RAMP Systems come complete
with all required sampling

and dilution volumes but this reporting methodology can
be both confusing and irrelevant.

For example, the RAMP System has been independently
evaluated and verified to be 100% reliable in positively
identifying B. anthracis at the 4,000 spore level or greater,
without problems associated with false positives.

Based on publicly available independent test results,

RAMP is the only system capable of detecting anthrax

below a potentially infectious dose, commonly
defined by the US CDC as 10,000 spores.

Some manufacturers of rapid field tests
dismiss the importance of high sensitivity on
the basis that only visible powders containing
biological agents in extraordinarily high
concentration will be encountered. Although
there are exceptions, the vast majority of suspect
samples encountered by first responders in the field
do not contain large amounts of visible powder. Also, the
composition of the powder may not be pure biological
agent. UN weapons inspectors in Iraq, for example, have
relied on RAMP to search for visible and non-visible
samples.

In the event of an aerosol delivery or when sampling for
potentially contaminated areas in
secondary locations in the vicinity of
a confirmed biowarfare attack, the
amount of biological agent may be
very low.

materials including cartridges,

From an end-user’s perspective, the
detection system may be viewed

as a black box. The immunological
processes and reactions that occur °
within a given assay may seem
irrelevant to first responders in
field applications. However, the
critical considerations in evaluating

the performance and reliability of °
available detection devices, can be
summarized as follows:

of sampling.

Sensitivity °
Sensitivity refers to the minimum
amount of biological agent that
must be present in the physical
environment to produce a positive °
test result. Response Biomedical has

buffer, vials, swabs, and
sampling device (pipette).

The Pipette offers ease-of-use
even through protective gear and
takes much of the guesswork out

The printout is on non-thermal
paper, providing a permanent
record of results.

As a lot controlled product, users
are ensured consistency without
repeated need for calibration.

The disposable single-use pipette
tip precludes the possibility of

Independent Performance
Evaluations

In the absence of regulatory
checks and balances, it is prudent
to consider independent scientific
evaluation by credible third parties
to ensure that environmental tests
perform in accordance with the
manufacturer’s claims.

Response Biomedical has made
available its RAMP system to any
government agency interested in
testing the accuracy of the system.

Although the responsibility should
be on the manufacturer to prove
performance, in most cases, the
adage ‘buyer beware’ is applicable.

taken direction from leading first contamination. o ot
responders and defines sensitivity resegrlc}ll gs 3; &11'1ab1e tolsu port o
in terms of the minimum number of ¢ RAMP Systems with the 1s aval pp y

spores on a swab needed to produce a
positive result. Some manufacturers
report sensitivity based on sample

level of performance with respect to

complete portfolio of biodefense
tests are commercially available
for less than $10,000.

please turn to Rapid field test,
page 4
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Rapid field test, continued from page 3

sensitivity and specificity of many commercially available
rapid on-site biowarfare tests.

As a result, lax regulatory policies and a lack of standards
in the industry as a whole, has generated a deep sense
of market skepticism on the part of the buyer. Response
Biomedical has worked hard to overcome this skepticism
by allowing third party agencies and companies to test
the accuracy of the RAMP system for themselves.

Three different independent external studies have
demonstrated the RAMP Anthrax Test reliably reports
a “Positive” result for all samples containing 4000 or
greater of B. anthracis spores. In some studies, the
sensitivity was higher, 750 spores at DRDC, Suffield
and 1600 spores at Intertox, Inc. No false positive results
were observed in any of the studies from any sample that
contained less than 10 million spores of a related non-
anthrax Bacillus strain.

False Results

The RAMP System uses a patented internal control that
measures and compensates for several forms of assay
variability and drift that affects all immunoassays. The
RAMP System uses a proprietary method that features
an internal control within each test to compensate for
certain factors that are known to adversely affect lateral
flow immunoassays such as ambient temperature and
sample viscosity. The latter is of particular importance
when dealing with biological threats such as anthrax that
may manifest themselves in powder samples. RAMP also
measures the background signal and subtracts this from
the actual signal before processing the data. Interference
from the sample material, which is the principal cause
of false positive results, is compensated for and allows
RAMP to have an extremely low incidence of false positive
results (<0.1%).

The RAMP Reader takes several thousand readings while
scanning a test strip. These readings filter and smooth
the data resulting in much greater accuracy and virtual
immunity to false results. Finally, the RAMP system uses
a positive check of the scan platform, the only moving part
in the system, to assure that the scan has been performed
correctly. In the event of an error, the user is notified and
a test result is not reported.

The Company has recently introduced RAMP software
improvements to further ensure rapid and reliable results,
anywhere, everytime. Recognizing the stressful and
difficult environmental conditions that first responders
face in real life biodefense situations, in addition to easy-
to-follow instructions on the package insert, RAMP has
been equipped with new engineering safeguards. The

software improvements include an automated time-
out mechanism to prevent undue delays from the time
of sampling to reading the result. In addition, it is no
longer possible to inadvertently re-use or re-insert a test
cartridge, a practice which may have previously resulted
in a false positive.

RAMP provides unprecedented sensitivity and specificity,
and since introducing the software improvements,
the system has not recorded a single report of a false
positive.

Regulatory Review

Unfortunately, there are no standards or regulations
governing rapid biological field tests. However, RAMP has
received market clearance from the US Food and Drug
Administration for general clinical use. As a result end-
users have assurances that the RAMP System has been
developed under FDA and ISO Design Control guidelines,
manufactured under current “Good Manufacturing
Practices” and, most importantly, performs in accordance
with the manufacturer’s claims.

Biowarfare Test Portfolio

Emergency responders and industry experts agree that B.
anthracis, smallpox, ricin and botulinum toxin comprise
the most serious biowarfare agents that may be used
by terrorists. These agents may be favoured based on
logistical considerations including lethality, availability,
ease of production and delivery. RAMP tests for tularemia
and plague are in late-stage development.

Ease of Use

The RAMP System is extremely durable and easy-to-
operate in actual field use, regardless of the environmental
conditions.

A suspect surface is swabbed or powder collected and
then added to the Sample Buffer. A portion of the sample
is placed into the Test Cartridge that is inserted into the
RAMP Reader.

After placement of the cartridge into the Reader, the
amount of fluorescence emitted from the Detection and
Internal Control Zones is measured, and the test result is
displayed as a “POSITIVE” or “NEGATIVE” in less than
15 minutes on the Reader LCD. The resulting information
can be stored, printed or uploaded to a computer system
as needed. The information includes the result, the date
and time of the test, as well as sample, Reader serial #,
operator and sample identification.

For more information, please contact: Don Bradley,
Director, Corporate Communications, (604) 681- 4101 ext
202, dbradley@responsebio.com.
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RAMP pox test, continued from page 1

Smallpox is an acute contagious disease caused by the
variola virus, a member of the genus Orthopox virus.
There is no effective treatment for smallpox disease, and
the only prevention is vaccination. The vaccine is made
from a live orthopox virus called vaccinia, which is closely
related to variola but does not cause smallpox.

Live vaccinia was used in the development
and evaluation of the RAMP Pox Test as
variola virus is not readily available,
and these viruses are antigenically
similar. The market-ready orthopox test
has a reliable detection level of 100,000
viral particles (3.6 nanograms) per swab.
Furthermore, the RAMP Pox Test was also
shown to recognize monkeypox and cowpox,
the only orthopox viruses in addition to variola
and vaccinia known to cause human infection.

“Based on the strength of our RAMP
tests for anthrax, ricin and botulinum
toxin, we were encouraged by first
responders and leading researchers
to develop a test for smallpox on the
RAMP platform,” says Bill Radvak,
President and CEO. “Given the urgent
need, we are confident the RAMP Pox
Test will soon become an invaluable
screening tool.”

“The CDC considers even one confirmed

case of smallpox to constitute a public

health emergency, and to our knowledge, RAMP is the
world’s first rapid on-site detection system capable of
identifying smallpox,” adds Radvak. “In keeping with our
commitment to validate and enhance the performance of
our technology, we will provide our RAMP System to any
qualified government body for independent science-based
evaluation.”

Although smallpox had been eradicated after a worldwide
vaccination program, in the aftermath of the events of
September of 2001, there is heightened concern that the
variola virus might be used as an agent of bioterrorism. In
December of 2002, President George W. Bush announced
a plan to protect against the threat of smallpox attack
by hostile groups or governments. Under the plan, the

“The CDC considers even
one confirmed case of
smallpox to constitute a
public health emergency,
and to our knowledge,
RAMP is the world’s first
rapid on-site detection
system capable of
identifying smallpox.”

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
is working with state and local governments to form
volunteer Smallpox Response Teams who can provide
critical services in the event of a smallpox attack.

RAMP Systems have been sold in Canada, the US,
Japan, Italy, Australia, and the United Arab Emirates.
Customers include UN biological weapons inspectors, the
US Air Force and Health Canada. In addition
to nine distribution partners in the US,
the Company has marketing partners
in Israel, Germany, Italy, Ireland,
New Zealand, Korea, Japan and
the United Arab Emirates. RAMP
Systems are also being used in
major US markets including New
York, Chicago, Orlando, West Palm
Beach and Houston.

Response Biomedical develops, manufactures and markets
rapid on-site RAMP tests for clinical and biodefense
applications providing reliable information in minutes,
when and where it is needed. The RAMP
System consists of a portable fluorescent
Reader and single-use, disposable Test
Cartridges. In biodefense, RAMP tests
are also commercially available for
detecting anthrax, ricin and botulinum
toxin. The Company is currently
exploring development opportunities in
infectious diseases including rapid tests
for SARS and West Nile Virus.

In independent evaluations conducted
by the Canadian Department of National Defence
(DRDC-Suffield) and Maryland State Department of
Health, the RAMP Anthrax Test was 100% reliable in
detecting B. anthracis at or above 4,000 spores, with
greater than 99% confidence in specificity. No competing
technology purports to have sufficient sensitivity to
detect the presence of anthrax below 100,000 spores. The
10,000 spore level has been commonly used to define a
potentially infectious dose of anthrax by the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

For more information please contact: Mr. David Trotter,
Sales Manager, (toll free) 1-888-591-5577, dtrotter@respo
nsebio.com.

41776-200
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Monkeypox: A Potential Epidemic

The recent U.S. outbreak of the monkeypox virus has
alarmed health authorities and raised concern about its
effect on the environment.

Once a little known virus found in the tropical forests of
Central and West Africa, monkeypox has recently created
a stir in the United States, infecting Midwesterners and
alarming health authorities throughout the country.

Health officials at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) speculate that the disease was carried
into this country by imported Gambian giant rats, a
rodent native to Africa. These rats then infected prairie
dogs, which in turn passed the disease to their owners.

“I think the biggest concern is the potential for it to be
transferred to other types of rodents and what we refer
to as lagomorphs, which are rabbits. Those would be
the animals of particular concern. And indeed, as we
worry about human health, we would also be concerned
about the potential for exposure of humans that are in
contact with these animals,” said Dr. Dan Ostroff, deputy
director of the National Center for Infectious Diseases at
the CDC.

Many health experts are anxious over the possibility of
the disease entering the native rodent population and
becoming an epidemic. In Central and Western Africa,
rodents are the primary carriers of the monkeypox virus,
where it 1s a serious problem in countries such as the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone,
Cameroon and Nigeria.

According to dJonathan B. Tucker,
author of Scourge: The Once and Future
Threat of Smallpox, anytime an exotic
disease enters a new environment, the
results are unpredictable and may be
far ranging in the damage caused to
native populations exposed to the new
disease.

He explained that, “There is some

potential for this disease to become

endemic in the U.S. if infected animals escape into the
wild and then infect rodent populations. In fact, that is
how bubonic plague has become endemic in the Four
Corners region of the SouthWest [United States]. The
rodent population has become infected by the plague
bacterium and has kept the disease circulating.”

He described a worst case scenario in which people with
sick prairie dogs decided to release them into the wild.
These prairie dogs would in turn infect wild rodents which
could then create a reservoir pool of infected animals. A
combination of large rodent population and the ease at

Prairie dog

Gambian giant rat

“I think we’ve seen with a
number of recent emerging
infections, such as SARS,
as well as AIDS and West
Nile, that there are really
no barriers to infectious
disease, that this is a global
problem.”

which the monkeypox can spread among these animals
would make it almost impossible to eradicate.

This concerned was reiterated by Dr. Ostroff. “Whenever
you hear about a new virus being introduced into an
ecosystem where it’s not been present before, you have
to be very, very concerned about the public health threat,
particularly when it’s a disease that we know can be
transmitted from person to person, and can then set itself
up in a persistent animal reservoir.

In an attempt to stave off this possibility, the CDC has
been rapidly disseminating information about the disease
through media outlets in an attempt to track down where
the infected animals might have been.

Monkeypox Virus Close Cousin of Smallpox

Like its cousin smallpox, the viral illness causes pus-filled
sores, although it is not nearly as contagious or fatal as
smallpox. Yet, monkeypox is the lesser known of the two
diseases and there is much uncertainty
about how the disease might behave in
the U.S.

“The virus isn’t as contagious from
person to person as smallpox, but people
who live in close proximity or who
are in close proximity to an [infected]
individual can be infected. Usually,
you have face to face contact within
five feet. And if someone is coughing,
it is most likely they will transmit [the
disease],” explained Dr. Mark Buller, a biologist at Saint
Louis University.

It is less clear how the disease may be transmitted from
animal to person. According to Dr. Buller, it may be
through scratches, abrasions in the skin, or ingestion;
but nobody is really certain.

In a recent statement by the director of the CDC, Dr.
Julie L. Gerberding, all cases of the monkeypox virus in
the Midwest are believed to have resulted from exposure
to infected prairie dogs and other pets. Epidemiologists
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have not documented any case of person-
to-person transmission in this outbreak.

Potential Bioweapons Hazard

Most of the scant information about the
virus was collected by health authorities
in the Democratic Republic of Congo,
formerly Zaire in the 1980s. But there
has also been evidence that the former
Soviet Union studied the monkeypox
virus as a potential bioweapon.

According to reports, the Soviets
conducted experiments on using
orthopox virus, which include smallpox,
monkeypox, and camelpox, as biological
weapons.

Because it is not as lethal as smallpox,
the monkeypox virus is a far less effective
bioweapon than its cousin.

Pustulate sores caused by an
orthopox virus.

and medical care in the United States
could make the virus less lethal here,
than in Africa.

“When they studied [monkeypox] in
Africa the mortality rate was between
1 and 10 percent. They haven’t had any
fatalities yet in America. Yet, they've
had more than 10 cases. I'm kind of a
bit surprised that there has not been a
fatality and that’s good news. It may be
the strain of monkeypox or the way its
been transmitted,” said Dr. Buller.

Monkeypox Latest in Surge of
Animal Borne Diseases

Monkeypox is the latest outbreak in a
surge of animal borne diseases that have
received international attention. Other
diseases include SARS, a new respiratory
disease that has infected more than 8,400

“I think the effectiveness (of monkeypox) would be
through scare, that people think its smallpox,” said Dr.
Buller. “The diagnostics are such now that they can
determine if something is smallpox or
monkeypox very quickly. With time
and the future, the use of monkeypox
as a weapon will become less and less
of a concern. Because it won’t transmit
as well as smallpox, the morality rate
is lower, and now we can identify that
it is actually monkeypox, not smallpox,
very quickly.”

Biological and chemical testing systems,
such as the RAMP Pox Test, make
it possible to quickly and accurately
distinguish between orthopox viruses. [see “Response
Biomedical Launches RAMP Pox Test for Environmental
Detection of Smallpox” on page 1]

CDC Acts to Prevent Spread of Virus

Health officials at the CDC have taken steps to
prevent further outbreak of the disease by banning the
importation of Gambian giant rats. Other steps include
the isolation of infected individuals and vaccination of all
contacts, anyone who might be in close proximity to an
individual with a suspected case of monkeypox.

The smallpox vaccine is effective in preventing the
transmission of the virus among humans. A study of 338
cases from the 1980s in Congo found a fatality rate of
9.8 percent for people who hadn’t received the smallpox
vaccine. The smallpox vaccine was 85 percent effective in
preventing monkeypox.

U.S. health officials have also said that better nutrition

“With time and the future,
the use of monkeypox as
a weapon will become
less and less of a concern.
Because it won’t transmit
as well as smallpox, the
morality rate is lower, and
now we can identify that it
is actually monkeypox, not
smallpox, very quickly.”

people and killed 784 worldwide, which
is suspected to have come from civet cats sold as exotic
meats in Southern China.

The mosquito borne West Nile virus,
which appeared during in New York
during the summer of 1999, has now
spread throughout most of the country
infecting 4,100 people and killing 284.

When asked if the current outbreak of
the monkeypox virus was to be expected,
Mr. Tucker replied, “I don’t know if this
specific outbreak was to be expected,
but I think we've seen with a number
of recent emerging infections, such as
SARS, as well as AIDS and West Nile,
that there are really no barriers to infectious disease,
that this is a global problem. These diseases will increase
cross-borders because of the process of globalization and
of the development of formerly remote jungle areas. This
will be a fact of life that we have to deal with.”

Reported by: Adam Short, editor@techwatchnews.com

Smallpox cells
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DHS Distributes $19 million in Grants to Train
Community Emergency Response Teams

May 29--Michael D. Brown, Under Secretary of Homeland
Security for Emergency Preparedness and Response, has
announced the availability of $19 million in grant money
to train and enhance the preparedness of citizens to
respond to emergency situations in their communities

through local Community Emergency Response Teams
(CERT).

Brown made the announcements at a meeting with CERT
members from Olathe, KA, who assisted first responders
after tornadoes devastated areas of Kansas earlier in the
month.

“Homeland Security has provided more than $4 billion to
state and local governments this year to support the efforts
of first responders and help us secure the homeland,” said
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge. “These CERT
grants are a great example of the use of funding to better
prepare America’s communities.”

Each member of CERT is responsible for completing 20
hours of training on disaster preparedness, basic disaster
medical operations, fire safety, light search and rescue,
and other essential topics. The training also includes a
disaster simulation in which participants practice skills
they learned throughout the course. In the event of
an emergency, CERT members can provide immediate
assistance to victims, assist in organizing spontaneous
volunteers at a disaster site and provide critical support
to first responders.

Through the CERT program, citizens are better able
to respond to an emergency or disaster,” said Brown.
“This is an essential way for citizens to help secure the
homeland by supporting the work of our professional first
responders.”

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
will distribute the funds for state and local level CERT
programs to each state and territory according to the
formula developed through the Patriot Act. The CERT
grants will allow states to fund new programs and to
expand existing teams. FEMA has a goal of training
400,000 citizens through the CERT program during the
next two years.

For more information about the CERT program, please
visit www.fema.gov.

Western Mass. Tech Companies Gather to Discuss
Robust Economic Future

On June 18, members of the Western Massachusetts
business community gathered together at a luncheon
hosted by the Regional Technology Alliance and its
affiliated network Technology Enterprise Council. Over
lunch, attendees listened to a speech by William H.
Guenther, President of the Mass Insight Corporation.

The title of the event was “On the Brink: Leveraging
Massachusetts’ Technology and Science Resources

to Build a Robust Economic Future.” Mr. Guenther
outlined a case for developing a state-wide science and
technology strategy. In order to bolster the human
and academic resources available in the area and to
encourage the growing regional science and technology
industries.

Western Massachusetts has a number of important
academic resources, including the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, which have helped to create a
strong technology and science industry in the region.

Mass Insight has organized leadership groups and
facilitated public-private initiatives to improve state
performance on issues that have had a significant
economic impact on Massachusetts. They are playing a
key role in developing a strategy to make Massachusetts
more competitive in the science and technology
industries.

For more information about Mass Insight, please visit
their web site at: www.massinsight.com.

For more information about the Regional Technology
Alliance and related events, please contact: Humera
Fasihuddin, Director of Cluster Development, (413) 587-
2195, humera@rtacentral.com, www.rtacentral.com.

If you would like more information about the Technology
Enterprise Council, please visit their web site at:
www.tecouncil.org.
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Upcoming Events

Events marked with an asterix (*) are sponsored by
the Federal Business Council, Inc. To find out more
information about these events and sponsorship
opportunities please contact David Powell, (800) 878-2940
ext. 201, David@fbcdb.com.

July 9 & 10

*DHS/Bureau of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, IT Security Conference

Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel; Baltimore, MD
Price: $1995

The target audience for this conference is any person in
DHS that has IT Security within their job description.

Briefing topics include: Forensics, incident handling,
certification & accreditation, compliance, IT security
performance measures, GISRA compliance tools, security
policy and implementation, telecommunications security,
access controls, physical security, contingency planning.
Speakers will be from various divisions of DHS as well as
other top agencies.

Technologies requested:  Wireless technology, PBX,
Internet, Firewalls, Encryption, PKI & PKE, Intrusion
Detection, Virus Protection, Vulnerability Scanning,
Disaster Recovery Planning, Locks & Containers, Secure
Remote Access, Penetration Testing, Access Controls.

Please note that companies attending the conference
must display a product; no services are requested.

July 16

*Defense Technical Information Center

McNamara HQ Complex - Cafeteria

Ft. Belvoir, Virginia

Price: $699

Information technology continues to be a focus of military
and civilian agencies. Like all government sectors the
DoD requires constant updating and new technology
to achieve their goals and objectives. To address this
demand, the FBC is offering a group of events that will
allow you to focus your message directly at the DoD. The
target audience for this event is IT professionals.

The DTIC wvision is to provide quality information
infrastructure that permits individual wuse and
collaborative efforts by providing authorized access to
information worldwide; to maintain a central repository
of Defense information; and, working together, DTIC's
staff is the momentum behind DTIC's technological
advances.

July 22 &/or 23

*National Reconnaissance Office, IT Exposition
NRO Cafeteria; Chantilly, VA

Price: $695/day

The mission of the NRO is to enable US global information
superiority. The NRO designs, builds, and operates the
nation’s reconnaissance satellites, its customers include

the CIA and the Department of Defense. Requested
technologies: Information assurance, PKI, Secure
communications, Portables, Imagery, Networking,
Wireless.

It is highly recommended that interested companies read
carefully and register at the NRO’s “How to do business
with the NRO” web site: http://arc.westfields.net/register/
Registering to this web site is the first step in being
considered as a potential supplier to the NRO

July 30

*DFAS Columbus

DFAS Conference Center

Columbus, Ohio

Price: $699

Main Focus: The DFAS Columbus for Accounting
and Financial Services is responsible for accounting
services such as Chief Financial Officer Statements,
and agency and treasury reports for the Department
of Defense agencies and the military services/ In
fiscal year 2002, the center disbursed $85 billion,
which represents almost one-third of the DoD budget.

As part of the President’s Electronic Commerce Initiative
and in cooperation with the Chief Financial Officers
Electronic Commerce committee, the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service is assisting with widespread
adoption and implementing Electronic Commerce/
Electronic Data Interchange within the DoD accounting
and finance systems and to assist DoD and the DFAS
Director’s goals in achieving their electronic commerce,
electronic interchange and Electronic Funds Transfer.

July 31

*NASA Glenn Research Center, Industry Day

Main Administrative Bldg; Cleveland, OH

Price: $495 (Prime Company), $295 (Small
Business)

The NASA Glenn Research Center defines and develops
advanced technology for high priority national needs. The
work at the Center is directed toward new propulsion,
power & communications technologies for application to
aeronautics and space. The conference is open to all areas
of business products and services, special show rates are
available for small businesses. For more information
about the Center visit www.grc.nasa.gov.
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Limited Time Offer! Sign up for a free 3 month (=3 issues) trial subscription
to Tech Watch Newsletter.

See for yourself why Tech Watch News is the leading source of high quality
information on the homeland security technology industry.

[_] Yes, sign me up for a free 3 month trial subscription.

[ ] Please sign me up for a paid 12 month (=12 issues) subscription to your newsletter.
Subscriptions to the newsletter are $24 for 1 year (=12 issues). Please
detach this form and send it with your check or money order to:

Tech Watch News
21 Nancy Street #2
Pawtucket, RI 02860

*Make your check or money order payable to Tech Watch News.

Name of Applicant

Company or Organization

Job Title

Description of Company/Organization

City

State

Telephone number

E-mail address

Number of subscriptions



